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Yakut language 


The Yakut language, also known as Yakutian, Sakha, Saqa 

or Saxa, is a Turkic language with around 450,000 native speakers 
spoken in Sakha (Yakutia), a federal republic in the Russian 
Federation by the Yakuts. 

The Yakut language differs from all other Turkic languages in the 
presence of a layer of vocabulary of unclear origin (possibly Paleo- 
Asian). There are also a large number of words of Mongolian 
origin related to ancient borrowings, as well as to the late times of 
borrowings from the Russian language. Like most Turkic 
languages and their ancestral Proto-Turkic, Yakut is an 
agglutinative language and employs vowel harmony. 
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Classification 


Yakutian 

Sakha tyla 
caxa Tbma, saxa tila 


Pronunciation 

[saxa toila] 

Native to 

Russia 

Region 

Yakutia 

Ethnicity 

Yakuts (2010 
census) 

Native speakers 

450,000 

M (2010 

census) 

Language family 

Turkic 

■ Common 
Turkic 

■ Siberian 

- Northern 

■ Yakutian 

Writing system 

Cyrillic 

Official status 

Official language in 

_j Russia 

■ 

Yakutia 

Language codes 

ISO 639-2 

sah (https:// 

www.loc.gov/s 

tandards/iso6 

39-2/php/lang 

codes_name.ph 

p?code_ID=38 

2) 

ISO 639-3 

sah 

Glottolog 

yakul245 (htt 

p://glottolo 

g.org/resourc 

e/languoid/i 

d/yakul245)l 2 ] 






















Yakut is a member of the Northeastern Common Turkic family of 
languages, which includes Shor, Tuvan and Dolgan in addition to 
Yakut. Like all Turkic languages, Yakut has vowel harmony, is 
agglutinative and has no grammatical gender. Word order is 
usually subject-object-verb. Yakut has been influenced by 
Tungusic and Mongolian languages.^ 

Geographic distribution 


Sakha language 
Dolgan language 


Yakut is spoken mainly in the Sakha Republic. It is also used by ethnic Yakut in Khabarovsk Region and a 
small diaspora in other parts of the Russian Federation, Turkey, and other parts of the world. Dolgan, a close 
relative of Yakut, considered by some a dialect, is spoken by Dolgans in Krasnoyarsk Region. Yakut is 
widely used as a lingua franca by other ethnic minorities in the Sakha Republic - more Dolgans, Evenks, 
Evens and Yukagirs speak Yakut than their own languages. About 8% of the people of other ethnicities than 
Yakut living in Sakha claimed knowledge of the Yakut language during the 2002 census.^ 

Phonology 


One characteristic feature of Yakut is vowel harmony. For example, if the first vowel of a Yakut word is a 
front vowel, the second and other vowels of the same word are usually the same vowel or another front 
vowel: k3/ihh ( kelin ) "back": 3 (e) is open unrounded front, h (z) is close unrounded front. 


Consonants 


Consonant phonemes of Yakut 



Bilabial 

Dental 

Alveolar 

Palatal 

Velar 

Glottal 

Nasal 

m 

n 


P 

n 


Plosive 

voiceless 

P 

t 


c 

k 


voiced 

b 

d 


i 

g 


Fricative 

voiceless 



s 


X 

h 

voiced 





Y 


Approximant 

plain 



1 

j 



nasalized 




J 



Flap 



r 





Vowels 













































Vowel phonemes of Yakut 



Front 

Back 

unrounded 

rounded 

unrounded 

rounded 

Close 

short 

i 

y 

LU 

u 

long 

i : 

y: 

tu: 

u: 

Diphthong 

ie 

yo (wo) 

wa (e) 

uo (wo) 

Open 

short 

e 

0 

a 

0 

long 

e: 

0 : 

a: 

o: 


Writing system 

Yakut is written using the C yrillic script : the modern Yakut alphabet, established in 1939 by the Soviet 
Union, consists of the usual Russian characters but with five additional letters: HR, 09, hh, Yy. 

Caxajibibi cypyK-6iiMHK Saxalu suruk-bigik (Yakut alphabet) 





Letter 

Name 

IPA 

Note 

Latin 

translit. 

A a 

a 

/a/ 


A a 

B 6 

6a 

Ibl 


B b 

B B 

B3 

M 

found only in Russian loanwords 

V v 

r r 

ra 

Igl 


Gg 

65 

53 

/y. 

^1 


Gg 

flA 

A3 

Idl 


D d 

flb At- 

Aba 

1*1 


C c or Dj dj 

E e 

e 

/e, 

je/ 

found only in Russian loanwords 

Ye ye or e 

E e 

e 

/jo/ 

found only in Russian loanwords 

Yo yo 

>K >K 

>K3 

III 

found only in Russian loanwords 

Jj 

3 3 

33 

Izl 

found only in Russian loanwords 

Zz 

1/1 M 

M 

l\l 


i i 

I/I V\ 

bIM 

/j, V 

Nasalization of the glide is not indicated in the orthography 

Yy 

K K 

Kbl 

Ikl 


K k 

A n 

a/i 

l\l 


L 1 

M M 

3M 

Iml 


M m 

H H 

3H 

Ini 


N n 

K H 

K3 

Igl 


N h 

Hb Hb 

Hb3 

/P/ 


Nj nj 

O o 

0 

lol 


O o 

0 e 

e 

I 0 I 


O o 

n n 

na 

Ipl 


Pp 

Pp 

ap 

Irl 


R r 

C c 

ac 

Isl 


S s 

h h 

ha 

Ihl 


H h 

Tt 

T3 

HI 


Tt 

Vy 

y 

lul 


U u 

Yy 

Y 

iyi 


0 u 

0 C(3 

acfa 

hi 

found only in Russian loanwords 

Ff 

Xx 

xa 

/q~x/ 


H h 

Ua 

A3 

/ts / 

found only in Russian loanwords 

Ts ts 

H H 

ne 

Id 


Q? 

m l±j 

lua 

/;/ 

found only in Russian loanwords 

s? 

LU LM 

Lqa 

/£:/ 

found only in Russian loanwords 

§§ ?§ 




b-b 

KbiTaaHax 

6ann3 

1.1 

found only in Russian loanwords 

— 

bl bl 

bi 

Iml 


1 i 

b b 

cbiMHaTap 

6ann3 

/0 3/ 

natively in flb and Hb (see above); otherwise only in Russian 
loanwords 

■ 

3a 

3 

lei 


E e 

KD KD 

KD 

/ju/ 

found only in Russian loanwords 

Yu yu 

R a 

a 

/ja/ 

found only in Russian loanwords 

Ya ya 


Grammar 


Syntax 

The typical word order can be summarized as subject - adverb - object - verb; possessor - possessed; noun 
- adjective. 


Nouns 

Nouns have plural and singular forms. The plural is formed with the suffix /-LAr/, which may surface as 
-nap (-/ar), -nap (-ler), -nep (-/or), -nop (-/or), -Tap (-tar), -Tap (-ter), -T0p (-tor), -Top (-tor), -flap (- dar ), 
-flap (-der), -fl0p (-dor), -flop (-dor), -Hap (-nar), -Hap (-ner), -H0p (-nor), or -Hop (-nor), depending on the 
preceding consonants and vowels. The plural is used only when referring to a number of things collectively, 
not when specifying an amount. Nouns have no gender. 


Final sound 
basics 

Plural affix options 

Examples 

Vowels, n 

-nap, -nap, -nop, 

-nep 

Kbibinnap (beasts), ahanap (bears), OF,onop (children), 6epenep 
(wolves) 

k, n, c, m, x 

-map, -map, -mop, 
-mep 

Ammap (horses), Kynyxmap (shadows), ommop (herbs), 6enexmep 
(groups) 

dp 

-dap, -dap, -dop, 

-dep 

Baaudap (rich), adapdap (young), xomoudop (eagles), xemepdep 
(birds) 

M, H, K 

-Hap, -Hap, -Hop, 

-Hep 

KbibiMHap (sparks), unuMHap (fishing nets), opoHHop (beds), 

6edehmep (large) 


Pronouns 

Personal pronouns in Yakut distinguish between first, second, and third persons and singular and plural 
number. 





Plural 



Singular 

Plural 

1st 


mi/ih (min) 

6nhnm (bihigi) 

2nd 


3H (en) 

shi/im (ehigi) 

3rd 

human 

KMHM (kini) 

KMHMnsp (kiniler) 

non-human 

on (ol) 

on op (olor) 


Although nouns have no gender, the pronoun system distinguishes between human and non-human in the 
third person, using khhh ( kini , 'he/she') to refer to human beings and on (o/, 'it') to refer to all other 
things 

Questions 

Question words in Yakut remain in-situ; they do not move to the front of the sentence. Sample question 
words include: Tyox ( tuox ) "what", khm ( kim ) "who", xaii/jax ( xaydax ) "how", xac (xas) "how much", 
xaHHa ( xanna ) "where", and xaHHMK ( xanmk ) "which". 


Vocabulary 




Yakut 

(Cyrillic) 

Yakut 

(Latin) 

Turkish 

Azerbaijani 

English 

Mongolian (Cyrillic) 

/Mongolian (Latin) 

aHHbiKTaahbiH 

aggiktahin 

aglik 

acliq 

hunger 


aHHbIK 

aggik 

ag 

ac 

hungry 


aaT 

aat 

ad 

ad 

name 


6a/ibiK 

balik 

balik 

baliq 

fish 


6a/ibiKCbiT 

baliksit 

balikgi 

baliqgi 

fisherman 


yy 

uu 

su 

su 

water 

yc /us 

TMMMp 

timir 

demir 

damir 

iron 

Teiviep /tbmbr 

Kye/i 

kuol 

goi 

gol 

lake 

Hyyp /nuur 

aiax 

atax 

ayak 

ayaq 

foot 


MypyH 

murun 

burun 

burun 

nose 


6auax 

battax 

sag 

sag 

hair 

yc /us 

M/1MM 

ilii 

el 

al 

hand 


KyH 

kun 

gun 

gun 

day, sun 


Myyc 

muus 

buz 

buz 

ice 

M9c /mbs 

bIT 

it 

It 

it 

dog 


cypax 

surex 

yurek 

urak 

heart 

3ypx /zurx 

capcbiH 

sarsin 

yarin 

sabah 

tomorrow 


6yryH 

bugun 

bugun 

bugun 

today 


6bmbu 

bilit 

bulut 

bulud 

cloud 


xaap 

xaar 

kar 

qar 

snow 


xaaH 

xaan 

kan 

qan 

blood 


3T 

et 

et 

at 

meat 


TMl/IC 

tiis 

dig 

dig 

tooth 


aT 

at 

at 

at 

horse 


Taac 

taas 

tag 

dag 

stone 


YY T 

uut 

sut 

sud 

milk 

cyy /suu 

biHax 

max 

inek 

inak 

cow 

yH33 /unee 

xapa 

xara 

kara 

qara 

black 

xap / xar 

CbITTbIK 

sittik 

yastik 

yastiq 

pillow 


6bihax 

bihax 

bigak 

bigaq 

knife 


6blTblK 

bitik 

biyik 

big 

mustache 


KbIC, KblhblH 

kis, kihin 

kig, kigin 

qig, qigin 

winter 


jyyc 

tuus 

tuz 

duz 

salt 


Tbl/1 

til 

dil 

dil 

tongue, 

xs/i /xel 



language 


caxa Tbma 

saxa tila 

saha dili, sahaca 

saxa dili, 
saxaca 

Yakut 

language 


KblblC 

ki is 

kiz 

qiz 

girl, daughter 


yon 

uol 

ogul, oglan 

ogul, oglan 

son, boy 


Yep3T33HHH 

uoreteeggi 

ogretici, 

ogretmen 

muallim 

teacher 


Yep3H33HHH 

uoreneeggi 

ogrenci.talebe 

gagird, talaba 

student 


yhyH 

uhun 

uzun 

uzun 

long, tall 


Kynraax 

kulgaax 

kulak 

qulaq 

ear 


cbm 

Sll 

yil 

il 

year 

>KMn /jil 

Kuhn 

kihi 

kigi 

insan, kigi 

human, man 

xyH /hun 

cyan 

suol 

yol 

yol 

road, way 


aCHbIT 

asgit 

aggi 

agbaz 

cook 


Tapaax 

taraax 

tarak 

daraq 

comb 


OpTO 

orto 

orta 

orta 

middle 


KyH OpTOTO 

kun ortoto 

gun ortasi 

gunorta 

midday, noon 


xyn 

kul 

gulmek 

gulmak 

to laugh 


en 

61 

olmek 

olmak 

to die 


nc 

is 

igmek 

igmak 

to drink 


6nn 

bil 

bilmek 

bilmak 

to know 


xep 

kor 

gormek 

gormak 

to see 

xap lx ar 

yepsH 

uoren 

ogrenmek 

oyranmak 

to learn 


yepsT 

uoret 

ogretmek 

oyratmak 

to teach 


bITbip 

itir 

isirmak 

diglamak 

to bite 


xac 

xas 

kazmak 

qazmaq 

to dig 


thk 

tik 

dikig dikmek, 
dikmek 

tikig, tikmak 

to sew 


Kan 

kel 

gelmek 

galmak 

to come 


canaa 

salaa 

yalamak 

yalamaq 

to lick 


Tapaa 

taraa 

taramak 

daramaq 

to comb 


6nap 

bier 

vermek 

vermak 

to give 


6yn 

bul 

bulmak 

tapmaq 

to find 


AM3 

die 

demek 

demak 

to say 


KM Mp 

kiir 

girmek 

girmak 

to enter 


MhMT 

ihit 

igitmek 

egitmak 

to hear 


ac 

as 

agmak 

agmaq 

to open 


jyi 

tut 

tutmak 

tutmaq 

to hold 




Numbers 


In this table, the Yakut numbers are written in Latin transcription (see Writing system). 


Old Turkic 

Azerbaijani 

Turkish 

Yakut 

English 

bir 

bir 

bir 

biir 

one 

eki 

iki 

iki 

ikki 

two 

ug 

ug 

ug 

us 

three 

tort 

dord 

dort 

tuort 

four 

beg 

beg 

beg 

bies 

five 

alti 

alti 

alti 

alta 

six 

yeti 

yeddi 

yedi 

sette 

seven 

sekiz 

sakkiz 

sekiz 

agis 

eight 

tokuz 

doqquz 

dokuz 

togus 

nine 

on 

on 

on 

uon 

ten 


Literature 


The first printing in Yakut was a part of a book by Nicolaas Witsen published in 1692 in Amsterdam. 

In 2005, Marianne Beerle-Moor, director of the Institute for Bible Translation, Russia/CIS, was awarded the 
Order of Civil Valour by the Yakut Republic for the translation of the New Testament into Yakut 

Oral traditions 


The Yakut have a tradition of oral epic in their language called "Olonkho", traditionally performed by skilled 
performers. Only a very few older performers of this Olonkho tradition are still alive. They have begun a 
program to teach young people to sing this in their language and revive it, though in a modified form J 9 ' 

See also 


■ Yakuts 

■ Dolgan language 

■ Semyon Novgorodov - the inventor of the first IPA-based Yakut alphabet 
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External links 


Language-related 

■ Yakut Vocabulary List (http://wold.clld.org/vocabulary/19) (from the World Loanword Database) 

■ Yakut thematic vocabulary lists (http://sakha.yakut.iakoute.free.fr/index_uk.php) 

■ [3] (http://www.languagesgulper.com/eng/Yakut.html) 

■ Comparison of Yakut and Mongolian vocabulary (http://www.uni-bonn.de/~uzsylm/mongol/mon 
gol_sakha.html) 

■ Yakut texts with Russian translations (https://web.archive.Org/web/20080105123729/http://ww 
w.uni-bonn.de/~uzsylm/sakha/bib/) in the Internet Archive - heroic poetry, fairy tales, legends, 
proverbs, etc. 

■ Sakhalyy suruk (http://sakhalyy.helios-nw.ru/) - Yakut Unicode fonts and Keyboard Layouts for 
PC 

■ Sakhatyla.ru (http://sakhatyla.ru) - On-line Yakut-Russian, Russian-Yakut dictionary 

■ Yakut-English Dictionary (http://home.uchicago.edu/~straughn/sakhadic.pdf) 

■ Sakha Open World (http://doydu.sakhaopenworld.org/modules/debaser/genre.php?genreid=l 
3) - mp3's of Sakha Radio 

Content in Yakut 

■ Sakha Open World - Opra A°^fly (http://doydu.sakhaopenworld.org/) - A platform to promote 
the Yakut Language on the web; News, Lyrics, Music, Fonts, Forum, VideoNews (in Yakut, 
Unicode) 

■ Baayaga village website (http://www.baayaga.narod.ru) - news and stories about and by the 
people of Baayaga (in Yakut) 

■ Kyym.ru (http://www.kyym.ru) - site of Yakut newspaper 
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